
Britain Between the Wars





Economy


1. 1918- 1920 - Post War Boom – Industrial Production up 20%  - Low Unemployment


2. 1921-1922 – Economic bubble builds and economy crashes in Dec. 1922 – Prices fall, production slumps and unemployment hits 2 million.


3. 1923-1929 – gradual recovery


4. 1929-1932 – Great Depression – Exports halved – 3 million unemployed


5. 1932-1939 – slow economic growth. Domestic consumer demand grew – Rearmament boosted economy. 1.5 million still unemployed.





1926 General Strike


1. Lack of investment in coal mining and coal exports expensive. When French occupy the Ruhr coal prices collapse.


2. Mine owners blame high wages and impose wage cuts and longer working hours on coalminers.


3. The Samuel report recommends a temporary wage cut and the miners call a strike when the employers impose the cuts.


4. Mine owners lock out the workers on 1 May 1926.


5. Trade Union Congress (TUC) calls general strike in support of miners.


6. Transport, heavy industry, printing and power workers stop work in support of the miners.





Unemployment


1. Major argument on how to solve unemployment problem


2. One side argues for cuts to balance the budget


3. J.M. Keynes argued that money should be spend on stimulating the economy.


4. Government tries to lessen impact of crisis by introducing Unemployment Insurance (1920 & 1927) and a dole scheme.





Strike Collapses


1. Winston Churchill (Chancellor of Exchequer) claims that the strike was an attempt by a minority to hold the country to ransom.


2. TUC publishes its own paper to counter government propaganda.


3. Baldwin (Prime Minister) claims strike is unconstitutional


4. TUC leaders worried that union assets could be seized if the strike was declared illegal


5. Government uses troops and volunteers to keep supplies going.


6. ‘Red Scare’ used to undermine strike


7. Union leaders call of strike after 8 days.


8. Many workers remain on strike for up to six months.


9. Government brings in new laws to ban general strikes and sympathetic strikes.





Politics in Britain


1. War coalition ends 1922


2. Conservatives 1922-1924 – Bonar Law and then Baldwin


3. Labour  Jan-Nov1924 – Ramsey MacDonald – minority government collapses over ‘red scare’


4. Conservatives 1924-1929 – Baldwin


5. Labour 1929-1931 – MacDonald


6. National Government 1931-1935 – MacDonald


7. National Government 1935-1937 – Baldwin


8. National Government 1937-1939 – Chamberlain





Economic Reforms


1. Import Duties Bill 1932 – Government abandons free-trade and implements protectionism


2. Imperial Trading Preference attempted. Britain attempts to Commonwealth countries to reduce tarriffs on trade within Commonwealth – limited success


3. Revival of Steel Industry – Tarriffs imposed on foreign steel and new steelworks built


4. British Iron and Steel Federation criticised for opposing building of steel plant at Jarrow


5. Cheap loans to build luxury ocean liners – Queen Mary & Queen Elizabeth





Housing


1. Addison Housing Act 1919 provide money to local authorities to build houses for working class people


2. 213,000 houses built 1919-1922


3. 1924 – yearly grants – rents fixed at pre-war levels – by 1933 500,000 house built


4. Slum clearances begin in 1930


5. Some schemes suspended during economic crisis 1931-1934





Education


1. Fisher Education Act 1918 – compulsory education up to 14.


2. ‘Continuation schools’ up to 16


3. Nursaries to be opened for under-fives


4. Many provisions after 1921 due to government cutbacks


5. By 1939 only a small number of working class  children finished secondary education








F:\Dominic Haugh\Teaching Resources\History\Leaving Certificate\Europe 1920-1949\Britain\Handout - Britain Between the Wars.doc

